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Key topics SUSAN L. AVERETT

ELEVATOR PITCH

Rising obesty s a pressing global public heakh problem
responsible for rising health care costs and in some

countries one of the leading causes of preventable
deaths. There is substantuial evidence that obese people

—

Higher education and human Jetzt auf Deutsch - Read in Apprenticeships and training Education and labor po
capital German are less likely to be employed and, when employed, earn

lower wages. There 5 some evidence that the lower
earnings are a result ofdiscnmmatory hinng and sorting
into jobs with less customer contact. Understanding
whether obesity 5 assoaated with adverse labor market
outcomes and ascertaming the source ofthese outcomes
are essential for desgning effective public pobicy.

KEY FINDINGS

Pros

1\ I ZA O) I j /r I\ © Numerous studes using data from many countries
make use of clever econometric methods to
\ document a plausibly causal negative effect of
— N\
9 I ZA L % % I ’ — /\ /r obeszy on eamings and employment
— © Obesity is a significant driver of higher medical
costs for adults and children.

© There s credible evidence that obese people face

1 Z A
World of Labor

Obesity and labor market outcomes

= The hidden private costs of obesity: lower earnings and a lower
Leer en espafiol - Read in Workplace discrimination The aging workforce and Digitalization and Big C P'wability of anplwmmt

Spanish pensions reform

Keywords: obesity, BMI, wages, employment, occupation, absenteeism

( Obesity rates for men and women, 2014-2017 A
301 L R
251 ®'Women
C’n_'.': ) ) /
Cons

@ Data sets drawn from survey data wih

information on kbor market outcomes often
have weak coverage of health issues, so obesity
measurements may not be accurate enough for
rigorous statistical studies.

© Despite strong correlations between obesity

and adwverse labor market outcomes, caustﬂry
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